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-lII ll srnre oF UTAH
N}'I NATURAL RESOURCES

-- 
Oil, Gos & Mining

Scott M. Motheson. Governor
Iemple A. Reynolds, Executive Director
Dr. G. A. (Jim) Shirozi, Division Director

4241 Stote Office Building . Solt Loke City, UT 84114 . 801-533-5771

Decernber 9, 1983

Mr. Joe Zalkind
Colorado l-ttned T^and Reclanation Divisiort
423 Centenial tuitding
1313 Strcman
Derrrrer, Colorado 80203

BE: Reclmatlon and REulatory
Cmliance Issues
Ilnion Carbide
ACt/037 /O2s,
ACr/$7 /027
ACr/037 /M6
San Juan County, Utatt

DeEr Ftr. Zalkind:

In otr cornrrersation of November ?3, L983 you requested a r,,rritEert
sr:marization of the Divisionts recenc concerns and actions on thdon Cartiders
rsanium operations at the Deriemo Mine. Ttrat inforration is srlmarized below.

The Utah Dlvi-sic'n of Oil, Gas and llining is ctrrrently '.nrting wittt Union
Carbide Corporation in order to ccnplete regulatory requireoents for the
Der:w Mine in accordance with objectives of the 1975 Utah Mined krd
Reclamation Act. The Deremo l'Iire, located on tbre Utah - Colorado border in
Sections 2, LO, 11, 14, 15 of T33S; R258. Becar:se of the coqrpn bounclary
location, the Division is aruclous to infotu ard r.rcrk with the Colorado I'{ined
i,and Reclanation Division concerning this project.

Dnrlng inspections of lhion Carbiders Mines in lftah, rnary discrepancies,
inconsistencies and inadeqr:aci-es between plans and actual conditlons were
discovered. Reqr:ests for new and €cc"trate rnaps of existlng distr.niances
brurglrt to ligtt' stibstent{:l r.rnreporfed acreEge inczeases, while original
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!fu. Joe Zallcirrd
Dere I'flne
December 9, 1983

ccrrrnitroents in the d.nixg arxl reclattnticrn plans wea'e stIll not lryle,mEnted
(e.9. test plots on waste rod< piles and drainage maintenance). Bond
estl-nates rvere also outdated.

Dur-ing April, 1983 the State Ibalth Deparlroenc becane irrvohTed with the
cccryarry vitren radi<mtri-c effluent frcrn sedi-rentation ponds exceeded liottatlon
standards. Inspections also rqzealed inadeqate sedJrnent pond designs. These
problems are stl-ll un:iesolved.

An impection msde on }hy 25, 1983 ccmpleted the Dlvisionrs tq.r of all
llnion Carbide nines in Utah, includilg the Dereroo l*{ine. A copy of tlre
Divisionrs June 14, 1983 letter to llnion Cartide addressing issr:es discussed
at tbe nine sites was sent to yorr office in care of l'{lke Stanton (ccpy
enclosed). The itens discr.r.ssed at the De:rerno Mine centered on areea directly
h, otr affecting Utatr'srrd llttle atterrtjon was given to sectlons of the dniry
operaticrn w-itlain Colorado. A response frcn lhion Carbide failed to resolve
the pr-ob1ems, and an additional letter was sent by the Dtvtslon on October 31,
1983 (copy eoclosed).

Uuion Carbide, despite personnel changes, has conpleted appro:cirnately
two-tlr:Lrds of the requirents establisbed during the Dlvision's rerrievr of all
of its operations in Utah, largely dr:e to the efforfs of Kent Dalllquist.
lhmiever, narry issues r@ain r:nresolrrcd, inch:ding: water contairlllent problems
bond sizfu€, design adeqr:acy and discharges), i'n ediate clean uP of sediment
witb potentially high radioretric vah:es fron old pcrnds, and reclmati-on bcnd
revisions. The ccmpsny has recently notifi.ed orr office of an iryending total
suspension of rnining operations for r:p to one year arrd ther:e has been no
ccmitrnent to resolve the exlstirg proble,'ns prlor to this teryorary
cessation. TJ additional interest is slrowir at tLris llrna by Colorado, ttre
tr€-state approadr night elicit a nsre specific effor€ by the ccmpany to bring
its operations into ernrirorrental ccmryli.ance.

af you need additional info:mation, please contact ne.

}I. TETTT}IG
GECI,GIST

nn/jdl
Enclosr-o:es

cc:. Dlanne Ni.elsen, DGf
Ron Daniels, DG(
Jtn- Sdtttr, DGf, ,.

Sincerely,


